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Thus perished Ferdinand De Soto.__ The Priests chanted over his body the first Requiems that
were ever heard on the waters of the Mississippi. To conceal his death, his body was wrapped in a
mantle, and, in the stillness of midnight,was silently sunk in the middle of the stream .

The discoverer of the Mississippi slept beneath its waters.
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On Mississip_ pi’s lonely shore A
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Chief ex - piring lay; No guardian columns round himdrew Their lines in grand ar-
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Entered aceording to Act of Congress in the Year 1853 by T.E.Rrrl'y & Co. at the Clerk's Office of the District Court in the Southorn District of N.Y.
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Kingdoms and thrones may pass a_ way, Heroes belost to fame; In  Missis- sippi’s
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